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■i'hc' Srots hnigiKigc is d^jscciKiri.! ip.itn a iionhL-rn fonij of Okl iMiyljsii wlto^c speakers liad 
reached (he i-wc?. ■r.-.nuh n'i \hc h.iidi b\ llic sevenlli L-einnry AD Somewhal earlier, 
piuhablv 111 ihe ti!ih century. Scois ii;id conic ironi Ireland with ihcir Gaelic lanLiua-e. ami 
Uiev Lii-aduallv bet^aii i" e^tciid .neir powci. by the eleventli ceniuiy ihe kin- oi Scots 
rilled o\-cy niOM of what is now niainland Scotland, with Ciaelic ;i:> ilie donnnant language 
[-i(nve\er from the [wv ol' Kmu Ivlalcoini II! (iri.",i-0.i} and his .■\n;iloph!le (,)ueen. 
Maiyaret. ^tronj. soLiUiern inlluenci's came to bear, in the succeeding yeai's main -\ngtu- 
^'(irman no!-ile tamilic- and mmiasteries iv.oved up from nnrth-.-:i^L ["nykLnd .■■Mihou^jh 
[h.eir own laiiyuasje '.vas NciTnair'iueiich, tli;M ot' theii retainer.-, and fnlju^'.er-, \\a-- a (bini 
o"' northern I'-nulish \vith stroiiL; '■■^- andinavlan iniluence istill noiieeahle in modern Scots in 

d'his developing lanyua^e. ilien knnvcn as Ini^lis, spread \'-ery raiiiJIy, espccialiy (hrr.uyh 
trade in the ncwlv-founded buryhs and soon reached most oT (he east and soutti-wesi of 
ihi: country Cultural confacl. leadinLi to nc^v words cominy into the ianL£Liage. touk [ilace 
wuh Norse, as noted abnve, ("jaelic of which there is nn.ire thnii oiie miyhl thmlv. Diitch. 
(hiouyli sironLi trading links witii ll:e Low Countries, Latin, more -.vidL-lv used :han in 
Hngland, and iu'ench Ihe last came not only trum die Anglo-Noriniin arislocuicv and 
from Parisian french arnvinu via i.uiuhsh. hut aUu from direct ei.mtaci between Scotland 
and rraiice in vvhat became known .<■-■ the Auld MliancL' "ihis ^va^ a seiie^; oftreanes and 
diplomatic alliances between l^^'s iitni l.'^M) Written records in Scn['. survive tioni the 
late fou'teenih centurv can^cj-ds and nne ofthc earlie^i literar>' wori;s \^as Barbour's Btlis. 
a narrative j?oem on Kiiiii, Kobt-rt ihs.' Bruce and his exploits ni the wars against i n^lisb 
in\'asions at the beginning of that centurv 



njiuaye just as modem r.iiy 



I on ilii 



!^}. Ihe earU sixteenth centi 
beconiinu an all-purpose i"iati 
of the bordei {tiaehc was h\ unw conllned \o western and iiortberr, areas and lo iIk- 
WesLern Islesl L-\-eiits howeN^ej- soon !ed to a niocess of an,L|licisaiion which has 
ctintinued to (bis dav IVoni Ihe licotlish Reformation in 15oi). Scotland beyan to look to 
Pri'testant hnuland rather than. Ln '"'atliolie France In the abseni.'e o!';i Scots translation o\' 
the Bible, an Rnyhsb one, the ■""ieneva Hible, was used in churches creating a severe 
har.dicap to the formal uiilten Lise of Scots in manv important areas ' -f society 

With the Union of ihe t rown^' .ti' Scotland and l^ngland in 1 on i the court of.iames Vt 
niuvcd 10 London, thus removing iTiiich ofthe fociis ofliterary life With ihe i (nioii of the 
Parliaments in 1707, anglieizmu influences were '-trengthcncd and :r.iigl!sb became t!ie 
lall^Ltage orgovenimenf and of 'inliie society though tiie \'asi majority ot"[ieople continued 
to speak Scots, 'i he eighteeiitli-eentury saw a development tu\v:n-ds a standardised written 
tor'in ofthe language alongsid.. die creation of deiiberatel>' "jHili!!.-" \vays of speaking m 
Scotland and England, bven vvalh Lnglihh as the accepted oflkial wniten iangLiage it took 
until the L?th centniv Ibr its iviitten forms to be truK' standardized 



Hducatianal policies have until very recently followed (he anglicizing trend and in various 
ways sought to eradicate both Scots and Gaelic, even by beatiiig cliiidrcn lor the use ol" 
their own language in the playground. In spite (^f all this official opposition, spoken Scots 
has survived in a vigorous form, so thai forecasts of its nnininent disappearance, recorded 
since the mid'eighteenth centurv liave so far proved unfounded. .A strong literary tradition 
has ensured that it cannot lie regarded as a mere dialect: Allan ilanisav and others from (he 
early eighteenth century drew iitrention to the glories of early poetry in Scots, and its 
stature has been increased by pocis such as Robert !"'"ergusson, K.obcrt Burns and Hugh 
MacDiarmid and by novelists such, as Sir Walter Scott, John (.ialt and Lewis (}rassic 
Gibbon Tire strength of literary Scots has ps-obabiy never been greater than it is todav and 
at king last the spoken forms too are receiving their due in educational policies from 
primary schr^ols to universities (hdini)Lirgh University, for instance, has plans for the first 
fuk honours degree in Scots Language.) :"or the past twenty years or so the Scots 
Language Society has endeavoured to iurther the cause of Scots, and ihe gi'cal success of 
W.l,. Lorinier's New Testaiiicni jn Scots in 198.i and of the Concise Scots Diction;iry in 
lOKs arc gO()d indications of more civilised attitiidcs. The setting up ol' tlie Scots 
Language Resoui-ce Centre in Pertli in 1993 is another- sign that tlse Scots language is ai 
lasi bein^ tre^ited with the restiect it deserves. 
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I he Scols tunsj li. desccndit lr,h: ..; norhin form u Old H^gll^il A\-!uiuy;:' :^peaker^ li^ni r;i\L^d 
Ihy aiea sooth o Ihc I'nrtii liv i:ic scevcnlli cemurit- AD, A whc'L^ii t.-miier, iiiaisllikc in ttic 
liflli cenlur>; Scots bad Cuin iV;::- Iteiaiid \\i ihi:' dat-'lic leid, :in ihcv .iiradLially heL!OULl ii\c 
cxtni Hiir poLkT. b\ tin; L'lt:c\''j!nl! UL'nuiric ihe King o Scuts ruled owc-j- niaisl o whit is nuo 
mainlan Scotland, wt Gaelic n^: Hic dominant laniiuaLie 1 Iouani\'\'er, ii-ae ihe liiiic o Kin;.; 
Malcolni HI ( 10.-^7-0.^i ) m hi;. Anglophile Queen, Margaret. Strang soothlan inlliieiice^ 
\veie hrocJit lae heir Liter sinsvnc tnonie Anglo-Norman noble laimhcs an monasleiies 
niovcd up frae north-east tinglan T'cn llui theii ain language wis Niurinan-Ia-ench that o 
thii retainers an IbNowcrs wis a liion o nculan Englisii wi stiang Seandinavian iniluenee 
(noticeable \'il in moclrcn Scots is, i^-nrds like brae, grauh. !o\\'p and niev'e! 

'i'liis de\clo[iin language, kenl as Inglis. spreid gev rajnidlv, espcci;)!iv iliru ired in ihe ne\.\ - 
tbundii luirghs an snin ra,\ed maist is the ;asl an sootli-wast o the iaii. Culturai conlack 
le:!din tae rie\v wauls enlerin !he laiiLzuage. laen place wi Norse, as noted abune, Claelic o 
which (heie is mair noi ye michi ihink, f)Lilch, thro Strang liedin links wi the l...iigh 
Kintraes, Latin, mair ^vidcly yaiscd nor m Lnglan. an Prench "Che lasi cam no jist IVae the 
.Aiiglo-Nornian aristocrae\ an tVae i^'irisian k'rench arrivin. via bnglish hiit alsae iVac dn'eek 
coiUack al^veen Scotland an Fianc-: in whit cam lae be kent tis ihe Auld ,Alliance - a series 
o treaties an diplomatic alliances atween 1 ^O.^ an l^f^o Sereivit records in Scots ^uivivc 
iVae die late ibwerteeiKli cciiinne on an ane <> the aeriiest leilerarie waiks v^.is BaiixiLir's 
i^ius, a narnili\'e jioen! abooi King Robert the Bruce an his exploit*^ m the w^eiis ;{giii 
Ln^lish in\'asions at the iTeginnm o the {b\\ei teeiitli ceniurie. 

Hi the airlie sixteenth eenturie, Scots as it \',is nou cried, wis weel on the wev tae iK"'in an 
aa-piirpose national language, jist as modren Lnglish wis dcvclopm sooth o the border 
(t'ilaelie wis hi nou i-elreatm towards wasiren an nonfii-en ains nn the Isles) [-.cents, 
hoiii-'ver, suin led tae a process u .■■Vnglicisalion which his went on iil t!ie dav Frae the 
Ketbrmation iii l.^oO. Scotlan hegood tae kiik mair tae Protestant Lnglan nor Catholic 
krancc Wi nae Scots owreset o ihe L^ible. an Lnglush ane. (he Geneva Bilile, wis yaised m 
tile kirks, creatin a micliiie- dunn-haiid lae the forma! wiitlen yiss o Scot:. 

"i'he adveni o the L'nion wi [\ng!and, and pressures etierhaiin tbi" contbrniitie tae Standard 
Lnylish in tbrnial leiterature an olfeccia! do-cuments. hae reduced the reenge o registers 
casiK' available tae Scots screi\'-ers bui Scots dialecks dilTer l>ae Lnglish. in theii- x'oeabulary 
an eediom tae sic an extent as iae be ncarhann unkonnable tae a monoglot Lnglisii speaker. 
Lien thae Scots Ibwk whause Scots is that watterl doun as tae be fairer labelt as Scottish 
Lnglish. wall slill readilie cheenLie die admixu.!re o Scots in thir kumuage aceordm tae the 
company. 

Eddtcational policies hae til gey recently foiiaed the Anglicisin trend an in sindrie wcys 
soclii tae dae avva wi bailfi Scots an Gaelic, cen by skelpin bairns wi tlie iawse for tlie yiss 
o thir ain language in the playgrun. Respite oiTeecial opposition, spokei! Scots his survived 
wi ".'irr an smcddum, sae (Itat forec-ists o its imminent disappearance, recordit sin the mid 



oclileenUi cenVune, hae thus iaiir proved unfoundil. A slrang leiterarie iradilion his ensured 
iliat it cannae be rcgairdit as a nvcre dialcck: Allan Ramsay an itlici"-; iVae the carlv 
echtccnlh ccnturic drew aiieniion iac ihe glories o early poetry in Scots, an ils slaltire his 
i.)een gien a lieeze bi makars sic as !\obcrt l-'ergussoii, [Robert Burns an Hugh MacDiarinid 
an by novelists sic as Sir Walter Scoiv. John (lalt an L.evvis Grassic (jihbon. Tlie strenih o 
leiterarie Scots his nivver been ureaiei" nor it is tlie day an at lang last ihe sjiokcn forms o 
our mithertung are getlin thir due resj^eck m cddicational policies frac primary schmls tae 
univa.iisities (Fdinburgh Llnivairsitie. tor instance, currently his plans tor the first tltl 
honoin."s degree in Scots Language.) Ovver the past twiniie vcar tlie Scots Language 
Society hae ettled tae iuider ihc cuuse a Scots, an the great success o ^\M..-. Lonrncr's 
K'evv '"[estament in Scots iti. 1983 an o the Concise Scots Dictionary m \9H> are guid 
ijidicalions o niair ceevitised attitudes. The seltm up o the Scots l...anguage Kesource 
Cxntrc in Pcrtli m 199.3 is tuiitlier ,sign that the Scots ieid is at last bcin trcatit wi the 
respeck it desairves. 



